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West Block and Hogan’s Alley Block

The redevelopment of the blocks to the east and west of Main Street represents an 

unprecedented opportunity to redress a moment in history - the destruction of a diverse 

community to facilitate a car dominated city of freeways. A truly mixed-use redevelopment will 

reconnect Main Street and stitch the community back together with a variety of market and non-

market housing, local business opportunities and community and cultural amenities.

Amenities on the two Main Street blocks

The redevelopment is an opportunity for both social and physical repair. Together, the amenities 

provided by the blocks will include 200 – 300 social housing units (including artist housing), 

childcare facilities, cultural centre and social facilities, and non-profit office space. As with 

other areas in the proposed NEFC area plan, the redevelopment of the blocks will provide a 

greater mix of uses with a particular emphasis on publically accessible uses including shops and 

restaurants activating streets and public spaces.

Hogan’s Alley Block

In 2015 Council directed planning of the blocks to meaningfully honour the Black community 

that  lived on the east block prior to the building of the viaducts, while celebrating the 

contributions of the contemporary Black community. To enable the future vision of the Hogan’s 

Alley block to emerge and evolve, planning for this block is proceeding at a pace that facilitates 

more intensive engagement. In May 2017 members of the Hogan’s Alley Working Group took 

part in a three day charrette that began to set direction for future plans to be included in the 

next draft of the NEFC area plan.

West Block

Planning for the west block is proceeding in advance of the Hogan’s Alley block, and is the focus 

of the following boards. 
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Design Principles

Precedents
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Repair the Urban Fabric along 

Main and Quebec Streets

•	� reintegrate the site into the surrounding 

urban fabric 

•	� create a strong urban edge along Main 

Street that rebuilds the historic ‘high 

street’

•	� recall the historic 25'-0" subdivision plan 

inherent along Main Street and develop 

a ‘fine grain’ building frontage that is 

characterized by an intensity and variety of 

commercial spaces

•	� keeping with the visual interest of ‘fine 

grain’ commercial frontage, introduce 

small scale enterprise live/work space along 

Union Street 

Create a Gateway to Chinatown

•	�� create an active and vibrant ground plane 

along Main and Quebec Streets that will 

draw pedestrian traffic north to Chinatown

•	�� introduce uses that complement the life 

and culture of Chinatown

Engage with The Northeast False 

Creek Park

•	� visually extend the park landscape/open 

space into the design of the West Block

•	� orient massing along Quebec Street to 

capitalize on views of park and False Creek

•	� shape and sculpt the form to create 

landscaped terraces that visually draw the 

park up the building

Engage and respond to the ‘Great 

Street’ Prior/Pacific Boulevard
•	� create an active and animated urban edge 

along Prior/Pacific Boulevard

•	� capitalize on the south facing orientation 

to promote daily pedestrian interaction and 

provide space for impromptu or temporary 

‘pop-up’ activation at street level 

Reconnect historic communities 

Chinatown, Strathcona, Downtown 

Eastside and Thornton Park with the 

False Creek Park
•	� build strong visual and physical 

connections between these areas

•	� support and facilitate pedestrian and 

bicycle movements east/west along Union 

Street and Prior/Pacific Boulevard

Recall the layers of history resonate 

on the West Block
•	� reflect and celebrate the historic False 

Creek shoreline

•	� recall the historic 25'-0" subdivision 

pattern and articulate in the proposed built 

form to create variety and visual interest

Water / Park / Mountain View
•	� enhance and frame the view corridor from 

False Creek across the new park to the 

mountains
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Engage and Respond to the 

‘Great Street’ Prior / Pacific 

Boulevard 

• �Capitalize on the south 
facing orientation to promote 
daily pedestrian interaction

Long View Orientation

North Shore Mountains

Long View Orientation

South to False Creek / 

Downtown
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Repair the Urban Fabric 

Along Main Street

• �Create a robust street wall 
along Main Street. Max 90’

• �Recall the historic 25’ 
subdivision

Recall the Layers of History

�• �Reflect and celebrate the 
historic shoreline

• �Recall the historic 
subdivision pattern in new 
built form

Repair the Urban Fabric

�• �Keeping with the visual 
interest of ‘fine grain’ 
commercial frontage, 
introduce small scale 
enterprise live/work space 
along Union Street
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Plans

Create a Gateway to Chinatown

• �Introduce program uses such 
as food services that would 
complement the Festival/  
Entertainment function of 
the area

Engage and Respond to the 

Grand Street Pacific Blvd.

• �Build an active and animated 
street edge

• �Capitalize on the southern 
orientation and create 
wider sidewalks to enhance 
pedestrian experience

Provide Contact with 

Nature and Environment for 

Residents

• �Urban agriculture

• �Edible landscaping/bird 
friendly strategy
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