
This is a contextual application 

What’s the difference?
The information below came from the Land Use Bylaw, please visit calgary.ca/development for more information.

vs.

Tip: Anytime you see the word ‘contextual,’ it will be a permitted use = no comments, no relaxations.

Contextual Semi-detached dwellings applications follow a strict set of rules, are restricted in size and placement based on the neighbouring  

properties and cannot propose any relaxations of the Land Use Bylaw. As part of the application process, The City completes a review on all 

applications to determine if all the contextual rules are being met. 

What if the application does not meet the rules?  

If the application does not meet the contextual rules, The City informs the applicant that they can change their application to meet the rules or the 

application will become a discretionary use Semi-detached dwellings which would allow The City and the public to comment.

Permitted use

These types of homes are classified as a permitted use and 

can only exist in developed areas. A permitted use means 

the building meets specific Use Rules and building design 

requirements that follow all the Land Use Bylaw rules. Because 

no relaxations can be requested and the property meets all the 

criteria, The City and the public CANNOT provide comments. 

Who can comment on the application: 

The City 

The public 

Contextual Semi-detached dwellings

Discretionary use

These types of homes are classified as a discretionary use in 

developed areas. Relaxations on Land Use Bylaw Rules can be 

requested by applicants.  A discretionary use means The City and 

the public CAN comment on the use of the building and how 

the design may impact or align with policies and the community 

context, i.e. setbacks, height, size, etc. 

Who can comment on the application: 

The City 

The public 

Semi-detached dwellings

Learn more at:
Calgary.ca/development

The City has reviewed this application and determined that it meets the 

contextual rules. 

These plans and renderings are presented on the Development Map 

for information only without the ability to provide commentary.
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

21 WILDWOOD DRIVE S.W.
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Category Requirement Provided Compliance Clause / Reference Comments 

Front Setback min 3.0 M 3.69 m ✔ Part 5 Sec.537

Rear Setback (lane) min 1.2 m 7.61 m ✔ part 5 Sec.540(1)

Side Setbacks min 1.2 m 1.22 m ✔ Part 5 Sec.539

PARCEL AREA N.A 183.67sqm ✔

DENSITY MAX 75 PER HECTAR 54.4 ✔ Part 5 clause 529  

COVERAGE(%) MAX 50 % for  density more than 50 units per hectar 46.82% ✔ Part 5 clause 534

COVERAGE (SQM) MAX 91.84 SQM 86 sqm ✔ Derived

building depth Max 22.36 m as per the calculations in the comment section 20.64 m ✔ Part 5 clause 347.1 point no 3

"The maximum building depth of a Contextual Semi-detached Dwelling is the greater of:

a-60.0 per cent of the parcel depth; or

b-the contextual building depth average."37

"contextual building depth average" means:

3P2010

where there are at least two other buildings on the same block face, the average building depth of the contextual adjacent 

buildings plus 4.6 metres;

Average building depth = 17.76 m for 

the 22 houses on the same block face. 

Average Contextual building depth= 

average buildings depth +4.6 m=22.36 

meter

Front access Garage Front attached allowed if ≥50% block face or there is existing 

driveway .development authority must not required removal of 

the existing driveway

double private garages ✔ Part 5 Sec.341 point 6 and 8

6-In the Developed Area a driveway accessing a street must not be constructed, altered or replaced except where:

(b)it is located on a laned parcel and 50.0 per cent or more parcels on the same block face have an existing driveway 

accessing a street ; or

(c)there is a legally existing driveway that it is not being relocated or widened.

8-Where a parcel is the subject of development, the Development Authority must not require the removal of a legally 

existing driveway accessing a street even where the proposed development is a discretionary use.

No of house on the same block 

face=22 .No of houses with front 

driveway =17  . %=77.27  More than 

50 % . Also there is existing driveway 

on the parcel 

Category Requirement Provided Compliance Clause / Reference Comments 

Front Setback min 3.0 M 3.97 ✔ Part 5 Sec.537

Rear Setback (lane) min 1.2 m 7.61 m ✔ part 5 Sec.540(1)

Side Setbacks min 1.2 m 1.22 m ✔ Part 5 Sec.539

PARCEL AREA N.A 192.36 sqm ✔

DENSITY MAX 75 PER HECTAR 51.99 ✔ Part 5 clause 529  

COVERAGE(%) MAX 50  % for  density  more  than 50 units per hectar 43.97% ✔ Part 5 clause 534

COVERAGE (SQM) MAX 96.315 SQM 84.69  sqm ✔ Derived

building depth Max 22.36 m as per the calculations in the comment section 20.64 m ✔ Part 5 clause 347.1 point no 3

"The maximum building depth of a Contextual Semi-detached Dwelling is the greater of:

a-60.0 per cent of the parcel depth; or

b-the contextual building depth average."37

"contextual building depth average" means:

3P2010

where there are at least two other buildings on the same block face, the average building depth of the contextual adjacent 

buildings plus 4.6 metres;

Average building depth = 17.76 m for 

the 22 houses on the same block face. 

Average Contextual building depth= 

average buildings depth +4.6 m=22.36 

meter

Front access Garage Front attached allowed if ≥50% block face or there is existing 

driveway .development authority must not required removal of 

the existing driveway

double private garages ✔ Part 5 Sec.341 point 6 and 8

6-In the Developed Area a driveway accessing a street must not be constructed, altered or replaced except where:

(b)it is located on a laned parcel and 50.0 per cent or more parcels on the same block face have an existing driveway 

accessing a street ; or

(c)there is a legally existing driveway that it is not being relocated or widened.

8-Where a parcel is the subject of development, the Development Authority must not require the removal of a legally 

existing driveway accessing a street even where the proposed development is a discretionary use.

No of house on the same block 

face=22 .No of houses with front 

driveway =17  . %=77.27  More than 

50 % . Also there is existing driveway 

on the parcel 

UNIT 2 BYLAW MAJOR CHECKS

UNIT 1 BYLAW MAJOR CHECKS
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